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- the AVH order Cuard Xattallonso

N tion of th ‘AVH barder gtax-d bat’oallonq started in Decernver
hat tme ‘it was announced that the border puard companies -
anmed into bat‘callonu, and- the existing vorder guard bat‘callons
uard area hec.dquartars‘o,’lho L-vrder cudrd arca headquarters

el Connard in Bucapeut under the

' AN

| the Ireadqua"bels - 25X1
, e conpany with 2bout 70- troons,. one bavtalion in Koese o
and sevoral so'called border police uetachrrmnt33 one m.

rch 1951, the b oraer guard battaln on' in Yoeszeg was Jocated
tory .Lo:mer seminary for mis siondries on the west edge: of the
jesburg Kaserne had been transferred to a stiate corporation.

"Prior Lo December, tne paovtallon Was Organid
adquarters with about 17.officers and 75 EM; a training _company with
' y _ reserVe company with 1 officer and 35 M3 Jand
c'zﬁg?ny ach in Csepreg (C L8/% 70)5 Szorbathely (P Lg/c

c

76):and. %zenuﬂotbhard (x 3/0 uS) ()

o . batt,alion included the headqharters, one alert

piand dotac} wients in Koeszeg; 'Ietforrafa 53 kr west of

) 5. km ‘southwest of Koogzeg; llorval Lzsidany (P L3/x ' .

J-hﬁ/x WARER and Sopronkoevesd (P hu/x 72)4 | - 25X1
| Personnel ol The :

headquarters inciuded: Senior Lieutenant Jozser, lapp, cormanding

-deputy. comramiin{: ni‘f‘icer' 1 political o:ffu.cexw Junior Licutenant

(i‘nu) 4+ deplity political, officer; 1 ac,]utarrv l bordcr control officer;, !

adl oi‘ the,sacurity oi‘flce, 3 investigation of'ficers, ome of them

L)z 1 countor-—mtellm@nce officer; 1 signal

omuu_‘ | | 25X1
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1 swply officer; 1 accounting officer; 1 clothing officery 1 medical

officer; and about 4O other personnel. The alert company, which Lad develope

ed from the former reserve company, numbered only 18 men. The lerder

suard detachments, { ]| averag= 25X1
ed G5 to 70 men.| .

[The former border puard company
in Usepre; and the Tormer training company had been deactivated. The former
border gusrd company in Szombathely became a battalion and was reassigned
to the border guard area headquarters in Zalaegersser. .o details were
known on the roorganization of the border guard companies in Koermend and
Szentgotthard.

Officers who served with the former battalion included Junior Lisutenant
Kocsis (fnm}, one of the four investigation officers, Junior Lisutenant
Dsbe (fnu}, deputy political officer, and Junior Lieutenant Peczeli, {fnu),
psyraster, whio resained with the battalion; Captain Jozsef Farfi, deputy
cumanding officer; Lieutenant Mihalyi, (fua}, ordnances officer, and Junior
Lisutenant Janos Szabo, commanding officer of the reserve company, were
tranuferred to a border guard area headquarters in Zalaegersszeg (¥ L/V 10);
Janior lieutenant Laszlc Ujj, border control officer, wlhio was promoted to
tie rank of senior lieutenant and transferred to the Border Cuard High
Command in Budapests Senior Lieutenant Pal Balogh, commanding officer of
tie iraining company, and Junior Licubtenant Janos Bajai also of the train-
ing company, who were detached to the border guard WCC training scheol in
Fot (Q L8/H 63); Junior Lieutenant Janos Bankoevi of the Lorder guard
company in Szombathely, who was appointed chief of staff of the new border
gaard battalion in Szonbathely; and Major Gyula Domonkes, commanding officer,
Captein Szabo  (fmu), political c!ficer, Junior Lieutenant Istvan Veres 3

an investigation oificer, Junior Lieutenant Oerdoer {(fnu), and Senior
Lieutenant Arpad Huszagh, commanding oflicer of the reserve company, who
were transferred to undetermined places. o

The btattalion bad 2 Opel Dlite trucks, 1 x 3-ton Raba truck, 2 jeeps, 1 Podw
jeda sedan, 2 small sedans of other types and 2 weapon carriers, It had
aiso 10 horses and 2 horse-drawn vehicles,

Elf were equipped with Soviet model -8 rifles. | 25X1
NCOs and zquad leaders were armed with Soviet

PLELOLS or Suwwdching guns with drun magazines. Light wachine guns with

drum magazines were issued only for training purposes, Mo systematic train-

ing was conducted with heavy Vaxim machine puns. { | 25X1

Borde:» Grard Area Headquarters in Zalaeperszeg.

8,

. 9

Prior to June 1951, the AVI[ border guard area headquariers in Zalaegerszeg

{r byv 10) [vas cormanded by an unidentified lieutenant
colonel and was orfacized into a headquarters with a reserve company in
Zalaegerszeg, one border guard battalion each Szombathely, Ceriswentoefer

(7 3/2 080) and Koermen; and several border police detachments, one of which
wits stationed in Szentgotthard. (3)

The AVH border guard battalion in Szcmbathelyl was 25X1
orgarized into & headquarlers, one alert company, and one border guard
dotachment each in Bozsok (P L8/C 69), Nagynarda (P LS/C 58), Felsoezsatar

(» b8/C 67) and Pinkamindszent (P LB/C 76). '

lbow@ | ' 25X1
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%g%] |I |Laptain dogzef Gzabo, the commanding officer
ol the bavtalion, was transferred in May 1951. lle was succeeded by another
captain vhose nape could not be determined. Other officers of the hattalion
headquarters included Lieutenant Armal (fnu), political officers Junior
Lizutenant Aplinseski  {fnu), deputy political officer; Junior Lieuterant
Ystvan Unzer, supply officer; and Lisutenant Janos Pankoovi. Lo training
of reernits was conducted with the battalion, whereas an instruction course
for patrol leaders was held there. T e headquarters had one Jeep and one
gilecar motorcycle.

10. The AV border guard detachrent in Felsnecsata4 25X1
Although the troops discussed the fact that the Ts Zanizavion rad changed

the detachment into companies, the new designations were not in general use.
Persornel of the border puard detachment in Felsoecsatar included Junior
Licutenant Sandor Ilarkay, commanding officer, whe was the only officer of
the urit and a fanatic Communist; 1 deputy to the commanding officer; 1
poiitical instructor; 1 private first class for training and 1 assistant

to him; 1 border control JCO with a dog and 3 border control scldiers; 1
party liaison man; 1 secretary of the Democratic Youth Organization (DISZ)s
arct 5C border guard troops, The detachment totaled about £O men, only 65 of
whom were available for duty, however, The detachment was quarter:d ia the
-Jormer Recreation Home for Teachers southwest of Felsoecsatar.,

1l. 4rms available to the detachment included about 50 Soviet model K-LB rifles,
about 20 Joviet model M4 submachine guns with drum magazines, 5 Soviet
mocel U-48 light machine guns with drum rnagazines, 2 nodel M-L8 Yaxinm

" machine guns, 5 Soviet pistols and about 10 signal pistols, The field equip-
mert of a border guard soldier consisted of 1 rifle, 2 ammunition pociets
corbaiaing LO rounds, 1 infantry spada, 1 rucksack, 1 blanket, 1 shelser
half with tent pins, and 2 cold daily rations. The rucksacks were macde of
rutberized linen and replaced the field bags in Octoeber 1950, The patrol
equipmant. of a border guard seldier included 1 rifle, 2 smuunition pockets,
1 =ignal pistol,and first-sid material.

Uniformgi

12, AVH border guard troops viore visor-iype, round service caps with a wide
green vand bearing the coat of arms of the Peoplets Repullic in front. The
overcoat had & wide collar with lapels ard two rows of bubbons also dis-
playing the coat of arms of the Peoplats Republic, Light~green, long
patches bearing crossed-rifle insignia were worn on the collar of the over-
coat. Bifnal perseonnel wore bundled lightning insignia, and medical cerps
personnel a green cross in a red circle. All troops wore a small bronze

-batbon with the coat of arms of the People's Republic over the branch of
service insignia. The wide Suvviet-styie epaulets were also of light green
color, Detter quality epaulets could te purchased by AVH personnel at a
prize of § forints. Service color and insignia were also worn on the highe
buttoned cloth blouses with turned-dewn collars. AVH persennel wore long
cloth frousers to be tucked inte either Jjackboots or hobnailed mountain
boots of reddish leather; the latter were worn in mountainous regions. The
loather belt had a two~tengued buckle and attachments for a pouch to be
wora on the side,

Iraining,
13. Recruit training consisted of basic infantry drill and border guard training,
with training in patrol duty being emphasized. Najor practices or field

exercises with other ualts were not held. Besides routine patrol duty, the
border guard detachment in Felsoecsater zontinued basic and border guard

| Conzpan
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training and political indoctrination. Bach week 4wo soldéiers were detached
to a Light rachine pun instruction course in Zalaegerszeg. One-weck patrol
leader courses were held in Szombathely. In May 1951, two soldiers were
detached to a marksmanship course held in Sopron (P ZS/X 63),

Bnrderiaggﬁ Duty,

1L, Border puard duty included both day and night duty. A sentry was on

16

consecutive duty for § to 12 hours, facluding th: time it took to walk between
the pest and the duty point. Sentries were inspected at night by special
contrel parties in compliance with directives of the commanding of ficer.

& raked and harrowed strip along the wire entanglement on the border was -
inapected with flashlights for fresh traces by a northern and a southzrn
tracing party. All border guard soldiers were specialisbte at tracing. If
border guard persomnel left their own footprints on thes .irip, they marke

ed the place with branches or patches of grass. Persons who did not answer
vhon challenped or attempted to Tlse were fired at, if the person con:ern-
ed was on Mungarian territory. It was permiss{>le to arrest a person on
Austrian territory if the arrested person could be taken to Hungarian
territory and if the sentry had left his arms on Mungarian territory. Pe sons
arrestzd with incorrsct documentation were Cirst -taken o the commanding
officer who sent them to the investigating officer of the battalion if
necceasary. During the period from 30 April to 24 June 1951, a total of

five poersons illegally crossed the border in the area of the detachmént

in Felsoecsatar. During the same period, two other persons were arrested
alter an attempted flight. The existing regulations made it possible for
sertries to be called to account for border violations as many as five years
follow.ng their dismissal from the border guard. 3ince border guard rocords
were kept with the detachment, it vas possible af any tine to datermine

from an interropation of the border crosser congernad who had been on duty
when a border violation occurred, Thus it was af&ost impossible for a :
sentry not to arrest an apprehended person, especially as all patrol rembers
were in constant {ear of informers in their own ranks, Only the commarding
officer of the horder guard detachrent was able to ald illegal vorder crossers
since he alone knew where the patrols would be at cortain periods of time.

T e border guard datachment was inspected by the bat.alion officers once

or twice weekly, bubt the sentries themselves wera infrequently inspected.

by officers from the battalion headquarters. (It)

The soldiers received special training at checking identification papers.
They were required to ask for registration slips, if the identification
papers had-been issued inside the 15-km border zone and belonged to perscns
residirg 0 that zone, and to ask for identificatiqn_papers with photosran
if ~he person toncerned was not known. Each border guard had to be lamiliar
with the names and signatures of the moyors of ihe villapes in

the border zone to be able to check on the authanticity of signatures on
regustration slips. Persons who had te approach cspecially close to the
border had special permitas, Persons who had registration slips iron towms
outaide the bovder zone were required %o have special permits which were
issued by the commanding officer in charge in the border zone. According-
1y, persons who wished to stay in the border mone had to submit applications
te 1he border guard detachment. Their permits were limited as to time and
piace,

Tre alert company, previcusly the reserve company, had only barracks dutlies,
and was called out for commitment against border violations. The company
was also alerted when attempts at eszcape were reported. Alert commitments
were made when sentries found traces on the harrowed strip along the wire
antenglenent which indicated that the berder had been violated. The
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violatlon of the “order was announced to the border guard detachment
either by siguwl flares at night or a burst of submachine gun fire in
daytime and was then reported to the battalion. When the cormand Lof
sificer of the border guard battzlisn had corroborated the report and
estavlished the time at which the violation had occurred, he aslerted
the company under his command. The company was then transported to the
soob and, together with the persomnel of %he border ruard detachment,
eacircled and combed the area, using pre-arrarged signals such as bursts
of fire or signal flares. All buildings in the srea were thoroughly
s3arched. Such raids would last from 12 hours to L days.

17. The sow-called bordsr police detachment in Koeszeg numbered between 20
and 25 men and was responsible for checks on persons traveling by rail.

Personinel and Disciplins,

25X1C 8. | [nerbers of the 192l through 1928 classes
SQTVEQ wWith the alert company of the battalion in Koeszeg. Merbers of
the 192l throuph 1927 classes werc discharged in February 1951, No volunteers
sorved with the unit. The soldiers of the border guard detachnent in
Felsceasatar belonged to the 1928 through 1930 classes. The soldiers of
the 1929 through 1930 classes had been inducted in October 1950. The nen
felt that they had too many duties, morsle was low, so frequently imprison~
ment was threatened to maintain discipline, Thay discussed the fact that;
iri the event of a change of goverument, they would be called to account
Por their activity &s border guards, sspecially since they were granted
special leave for each refugee arrested . Food was cood snd varied. Tn
April 1951, pay of a private was increased from 105 to 150 forints per
month.

25X1

25X1A @%mentsu

1) Abtout IL Bordé¥ guard battalions oommitted at the Lorder have been assigned
directly to the AVH Border Cuard Yirh Command in Budapest, the commanding
general ol which, Major Gerneral Pires, is known irom newspapes
reports of the fall of 1950. It is probeble thet, as in Czechoslovakia,
the roorganization effects a considerable reiniercement of border guard
troops, and consequently, an intensiflcation of border control.

{(2) According te the repert, the known border puard battalion in Koeszeg was
nct eonverted into a border guard area headquarters. It was previously

o~

25X1A quartered in the Jurisicsburg Xaserne, |
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